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LIBRARY RESOURCES IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ae 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA - 9) 
March ,1966 


DEFINITIONS 


A school library is a program of activities and services based upon 
a carefully selected collection of books which is identified with a central 
location but organized for efficient use of the books wherever and whenever 
they are needed by children and teachers. A librarian qualified in the 
techniques of selection and organization and informed about both the books 
and the people who are to use them is an essential factor in the definition. 


According to this definition as of March 1, 1966, 45 administrative 
units in District of Columbia public elementary schools have libraries. 
4h .734 pupils are enrolled in schools with libraries. 


A transitional school library is a carefully selected collection of 
books which is identified with a central location, organized for use by 
children and teachers, and staffed by a corps of volunteers. 


According to this definition as of March 1, 1966, 28 elementary school 
administrative units have transitional libraries. 18,056 pupils are enrolled 
in schools with transitional libraries. 


Classroom libraries exist in schools where there is no space for a 
centralized library and where the library books are distributed among the 
classrooms according to maturity level and made available to children for 
use during class periods. 


According to this definition ,as of March 1, 1966, 37 elementary school 
administrative units have classroom libraries, "29,560 pupils are enrolled 
in schools with classroom libraries. 


CURRENT STATUS OF THE SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


In the current year, 1965-1966, only 67 percent of the District of Col- 
umbia public schocl pupils are in schools with centralized libreries. At 
the elementary level only 48 percent are in schools with this service, 


In 1965-196 6 all District of Columbia public school libraries _together 
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had oe 0 books per upil. In the elementary. Schools the rate was “60 books 
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_Per pupil. | 

All these figures represent significant gains over the previous year, 
1964-1965, when the first public elementary school library positions were 
approved in the District's budget, but they also show the wide disparity 


which still exists between District of Columbia public school libraries and 
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the average for schools surveyed by the U.S. Office of Education in 
1963-1964. That report showed an average of 6.2 books per pupil. More 
recent official figures are not available, but unofficial reports from the 
States and large school systems show growing, rather than diminishing, 
numbers of volumes and librarians. 

Among the cities of 500,000 population or more, the District of Columbia 
still ranks low by comparison, in spite of growth during the 1964-1965 
school year. Only 56 percent of the District of Columbia public schools 
have central libraries: in 1965- -1966 as against the mean of 71. .3 percent for 
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all the schools in the “ede eget groups in 1963- 196). “Unofficial reports 
indicate that the mean “percentage Reunites for 1965-1966. 
Against an average of 4.0 library books per pupil for all the large 
city schools in . 1963- 196} ‘Washington, I D. a2 ‘supplies only “2.0 books t per 
pupil in 1965- 1966. The District of Columbia allotted on the verece per 
=e 68 in 1964- 1965 from regularly appropriated funds for public school 
library books against a big-city average of $1.25. The comprehensive 
survey by the U.S. Office of Education reported a $2.28 per pupil expenditure. 
Size of school enrollment has been an important criterion in the assign- 
~ont of librarians to the elementary schools. Twenty-five of the 45 librarians 
on duty as of March 22, 1966, have been assigned or are scheduled for assign- 
ment to schools with more than 900 pupils each; 19 are assigned to schools 
with 500 - 899 pupils; and one librarian serves two schools with fewer than 


500 pupils each. 
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NUMBER OF VOLUMES _IN De GC. SCHOOL LIBRARIES, REPORTED BY SCHOOL 


This report gives the number of volumes in each public school 


in the District of Columbia. It is based upon the most 


dated June 17, 1966, and it 


library 
recent inventory, supercedes all previous 


such reportse 


signed: (QApn C. igg Bakes! 
C. De Bruler, Supervising Director 
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REPORT ON SURVEY OF ELEMENTARY SCHOGLS WITHOUT LIBRARIES 


PURPOSE OF SURVEY 


The Survey was undertaken to determine whether there is existing 
space in elementary schools without libraries which could be converted 
into library rooms, or where space is limited, "library areas", 


EXTENT OF SURVEY 


A total of fifty-three (53) schools was visited by the Assistant 
Director in order to determine the current availability of existing space 
within each building. Fifty of these had been previously surveyed and 
identified as schools without library space. 

Whenever possible, the principal was interviewed at the time of the 
visit. When this was not possible, the principal was contacted later by 
telephone. 

In the search for library space every possibility was explored. in 
every instance, principal and Assistant Director concurred as to the 
availability or lack of availability of space for libraries within the 
building. 


RESULTS OF SURVEY 


Three (3) schools were found to have standard library rooms, fully 
equipped with regulation library furniture, These rooms, however, were 
locked for lack of librarians to staff them, These schools are: 


Lenox 
Lewis 
Raymond 


Six (6) schools were found to have library rooms and operating with 
the help of volunteers, aides, or classroom teachers. These libraries, 
also waiting to be staffed, are: 


Benning 
Bowen 
Bundy 
Logan 
Park View 
Smothers 


pon, 


Dun 


Of the remaining forty-four (4h) schools, twenty-six (26)* were Mi 
found to have existing space for possible conversions into library 
rooms or "library areas", It was requested that principals of these 
schools contact Mr. Woodson's Office to ask that space studiss be 
made to determine the feasibility of library conversions. 
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Eighteen (18)++ schools were found to be without space for a 
library. Principals of these schools expressed interest in acquiring 
libraries as soon as their space problems could be solved. A variety 
of suggestions was offered by some of the principals as possible 
solutions, including use of: 


Bookmobiles 

Demountables 

Rented space 

"Free" space, e.g. space in churches 

Capital outlay funds for permanent additions 
Speed-up of building replacement schedules. 


It should be noted that in addition to the nine (9) schools found 
to have library rooms, there are thirty-six (36) other schools which 
already have set up library rooms. The results of this survey clearly 
show that there is an immediate need for 38 elementary librarian 
positions to be established in order to staff the hS schools (38 admin- 
istrative units) now waiting for the assignment of a librarian, 


A picture of the present status of libraries in 13h elementary 
schools is presented by the following figures: 


Schools with libraries and librarians assigned: Ly5s800¢ 


Schools with library rooms, but without librarians: 5 
(Administrative units = 38) 


Schools with possibility of converting existing space 


into library rooms or "library areas" 26 
Schools without existing space for libraries: 16 
13h, 


Johanna Smith Morris 


Assistant Director, Department 
of Library Science 


See attached list, No. l 
see See attached list, No. 2 
seatae See attached list, No. 3 


SHAE See attached list, No. 4 
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NO. 1 LIST OF 26 SCHOOLS WITH SPACE POSSIBILITIES FOR LIBRARY CONVERSIONS 


SCHOOLS SPACE POSSIBILITIES 
BEERS 6 Hallway area conversion or partitioned auditorium conversion 
BLAIR * (t,i) D BS Conversion of multi-purpose room in basement 


BRUCE (m,i) Bo vi Basémetit" Vurichroom conversion or conversion of two small 
(9x12) rooms on 2nd and 3rd floors 


BURRVILLE (t BS Basement classroom conversion 

CARVER + (i) pS Conference room conversion on 2nd floor 
CRUMMELL (i) PS Basement lunchroom conversion 

DRAPER (i) be Space will be released when McGogney opens 
GRILME (m,t,i) iy, Language arts room conversion 

HARRISON (m,ti) [> Haiti" Sversion on 2nd floor 

KETCHAM %* 6 f ( misckenAle Gessroom conversion 

KINGSMAN (i) eC, 3 poofodtt taMersion 

LANGSTON * (t,1i) b> pasenchis whiton conversion 

LENOX ANNEX 66,3) Basement classroom conversion } ole 
MADISON * (t Ree < nadehieh¥-bbace conversion being used to house refrigerator 
MERRITT (i) B 5 Classroom conversion on 3rd floor 


MORSE * (m,t,i) pS "sy Cloakroom conversions 


MOTEN G * “3 Space wipulddie€icased in WEE Sosest te 
MOTT (i) p-; & Basement space conversion 
PAYNE Gy B Large storage closet conversion 


PEABODY + Bookroom conversion 
PERRY * (t,i) Bs ? Conversion of lst floor space outside principal's office 
PETWORTH (i) ps 2. Counseide ts ‘Off 


PIERCE * (t EW oy Basement Apde’y Matldercen is unheated and lighting 
inadequate 


‘ice conversion (no longer being used) 


POWELL ANNEX + i, Kiticheh taot Roneer being used) conversion) 
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SCHOOLS SPACE POSSIBILITIES 


RANDLE HIGHLANDS *h Audiowt Rho Shorace room (12'x15!) conversion 
on 2nd floor 


TAYLOR + Corel Classpoan/Genvdrsion 


School in Multiple School Administrative Unit 
School in Model School Area 

Target Area School 

i Impact Area School 
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No, 2 LIST OF 18 SCHOOLS WITHOUT SPACE FOR LIBRARIES 
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School in Multiple School Administrative Unit 
School in Model School Area 

Target Area School 

Impact Aid School 


EMPEY. 3 


LD omn * (4) ocr ee See 


a) 


t 
" / 
13) ' 
oy 
oF ; 4 
om : - 
oe ell 
es 
\ wh . 
~*~ z 
— 
_ 
- - 
aa 
ay 
: - < 
ae 
a 


— 


- afte 
4 Wiel i 
Rae i ve is 


diye" 


vi 


— 


0 «6 


rr 


ys 


3: er 


“ 


ta) 


aD “ ‘ee. 
ae hails: 
ee) yousvors Bes 
ton ‘aantrte ¢ 
mort) aa re 
ion ADO an > 


(k, se UAV A enim: ce 


ee + Sd M4 


_— ~ bate = 


th hope: ; oa (a2) 4 HOTATE > 


( t) + ar WEE we sal 


=. 


a 
BOE ¢ ag 
: < 
a » 


6. 


No, 3 LIST OF 5 SCHOOLS (38 ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS) WITH LIBRARY SPACE 
DESIGNATED, WAITING FOR ASSIGNMENT OF LIBRARIANS 
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